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equally well, if no attempts are made at correcting their matter.
Crete was not discouraged or deterred from his delineation of the
manners and customs of the Homeric age, while he distinctly dis-
owned the historical credibility of Homer. When events^ are
false or mythical, the manners at least are true and genuine ;
and even history at its best gives a better account of the cha-
racter of an age, than it does of the events themselves.

To solve the historical intricacies of such a book as the Maha
Bharata, it needs the aid of some parallel historical record,
whose statements are all clear and consecutive, and whoso
accounts are all reliable. Internal evidence cannot advance one
step toward historical reproduction without the aid of external
reference. The axe which is to be laid to the root of the tree,
must be of a sharper, harder, and stronger material than the
tree itself. But as long as the critic is forced to draw all his
arguments from the same matter as that which he is attempting
to solve, he has no safe ground to tread upon, and no certain
aim to pursue. Blind arguments are made to support a blind
hypothesis, and both fall into the ditch.

The insufficiency of the Rationalistic method is further
proved by the experience of admitted failure in the numerous
attempts which have been made to rationalize the Trojan War.
If all the hypothetical versions of that war, from the version of
Thucydides to those of the latest modern scholars, were com-
pared, how many would agree ? Not one. And yet if they
are what they each profess to be, they ought not to differ, but
to agree ; for there cannot be more than one true history of the
same event. Again, if they were added together, and all the
points in which they differ were cancelled; how much would bo
left ? Nothing. This is the crowning result of the Rationalistic
method. It loses the point of view in which the legends were
beheld by the original observers; and gives in return for it no
consistent point of view which we can call our own. It aims
at reproducing and restoring to life; but it effects a wholesale
massacre.